


The ques tion is, “How can be liev ers be fruit ful in their wit ness
for Christ?” It re quires the fol low ing two dis tin guish ing quali ties of
ex cel lence:

1. Preach all of the good news; a gos pel that fully de scribes the glory
of all that Christ has achieved in pour ing Him self out for our re -
demp tion and adop tion as God’s sons.

2. Liv ing so that our per sonal life does not veil the truth that we
preach.

The ul ti mate goal in wit ness is to lift up and glo rify Je sus. The
pre emi nence of Je sus is the source of all good news. 

His Glory is the Issue

The prophet, Isaiah, fore told of the day when the glory of God
would over come dark ness in the world.

For be hold, dark ness will cover the earth and deep dark ness
the peo ples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will
ap pear upon you. Na tions will come to your light, and kings to
the bright ness of your ris ing. (Isaiah 60:2-3)

The light of God is the glory of the gos pel of Christ. As dis ci -
ples of Christ, it is im por tant that our life and tes ti mony do not veil or 
hin der the gos pel, but re veal the glory of what He has done.

. . . if our gos pel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are per ish -
ing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds
of the un be liev ing so that they might not see the light of the
gos pel of the glory of Christ, who is the im age of God. (2 Cor -
in thi ans 4:3-4)

The gos pel is uniquely cen tered in the death, bur ial and res ur -
rec tion of Christ. How ever, our gos pel wit ness should ex press the
ful ness of His sac ri fice. The fol low ing seven truths re veal the full
glory of the gos pel of Christ.

1 · The Love of God

The most im por tant foun da tional truth of the gos pel is the love
of God. With out God’s love for lost hu man ity there would be no gos -
pel.
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For God so loved the world that He gave His only be got ten
Son, that who ever be lieves in Him shall not per ish, but have
eter nal life. (John 3:16)

Je sus came will ingly to earth to re veal the Fa ther to man kind.
God is love; and the life, min is try and sac ri fice of Je sus was a visi ble
ex pres sion of His love.

For I am con vinced that nei ther death, nor life, nor an gels, nor 
prin ci pali ties, nor things pres ent, nor things to come, nor pow -
ers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other cre ated thing, will be
able to sepa rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Je sus our Lord. (Ro mans 8:38-39)

God’s un con di tional love for us is a won der ful dec la ra tion of
His glory, some thing that we must ac cept by faith. This is where sal -
va tion be gins. Our gos pel wit ness will be veiled if we are not gripped 
by love for those whom we preach to.

2 · Becoming Sin

The first act in Je sus’ sac ri fice was to take upon Him self all the 
sin of the en tire world; sins of the past, pres ent and fu ture. He es sen -
tially be came sin, so that those who would re pent, and by faith re -
ceive Him as their Lord and Sav ior, could through the Holy Spirit,
be come the right eous ness of God.

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our be half, so that
we might be come the right eous ness of God in Him. (2 Cor in -
thi ans 5:21)

Je sus was com pletely with out sin, so that for Him to be come
sin was surely the most pain ful act of obe di ence that He had to make
(Luke 22:42).

And be ing in ag ony He was pray ing very fer vently; and His
sweat be came like drops of blood fal ling down upon the
ground. (Luke 22:44)

To glo rify His Fa ther by obe di ence, be com ing sin was the first
step in His sac ri fice as the Lamb of God.

Our gospel must never veil the sin ful ness of sin; it is the rea son 
for the fallen con di tion of all men and for our need to re pent.
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3 · No Peace with God

The gos pel teaches us that when one has been jus ti fied by faith
in Christ, his sins are for given and he has peace with God (Ro mans
5:1).

As a re sult of be com ing the bearer of our sins, Je sus for feited
all fel low ship and peace with His Fa ther. He bore the lack of peace
that all of us de serve be cause of our sins.

. . . the chas ten ing for our peace (well- being) fell upon Him . . .
(Isaiah 53:5)

His chas ten ing was evi dent in the cry of Je sus on the cross:
“My God, My God, Why has Thou for saken Me?”

Je sus made peace through the blood of His cross, and be came
the source of peace for all men, Jew or Gen tile, who would there af ter 
be lieve in Him (Ephe si ans 2:13-15). He is the Prince of Peace. Be -
cause of what He did, we will never have to ex pe ri ence sepa ra tion
from our Fa ther.

We will veil the gos pel if we preach con dem na tion and do not
show men how to have peace with God.

4 · The Scourging of Jesus

From the time that He was taken pris oner in the gar den of
Gethse mane, when He en dured His so- called tri als, and while He
was led to the cross for cru ci fix ion, Je sus suf fered greatly. He was
be ing mocked, spit upon and cruelly scourged. He was af flicted with
se vere whip ping un til His back was plowed with deep lac era tions. A
crown of thorns punc tured His head, and His face was dis fig ured by
whips and clubs.

His sin less, per fect body was bro ken so that the gos pel could
later be preached with mira cles of heal ing and de liv er ance to lost
men whose bod ies were bro ken by sin, sick ness and de monic ac tiv -
ity. Not only that, His scourg ing was also the price He paid to heal
be liev ers who are sick in body. He will ingly suf fered the an guish of
physi cal tor ture be cause it would bring glory to God from mira cles
and heal ings in the church.

. . . and by His scourg ing we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)
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. . . for by His wounds you were healed. (1 Pe ter 2:24)

Surely our grief (sick nesses) He Him self bore, and our sor -
rows (pains) He car ries . . . . (Isaiah 53:4)

The glo ri ous bene fits that Je sus pro vides for His peo ple
through the physical bro ken ness that He suf fered in His scourg ing
and death on the cross, are listed in Psalm 103:

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and for get none of His bene fits, who 
par dons all your in iq ui ties, who heals all your dis eases; who
re deems your life from the pit, who crowns you with lov -
ingkind ness and com pas sion; who sat is fies your years with
good things, so that your youth is re newed like the ea gle . . . .
(Psalm 103:2-5)

We can veil the glory of Christ if the gos pel we preach fails to
pres ent the pro vi sions that Je sus has made for heal ing the hu man
body. In deed, it is of ten by mira cles of heal ing that the Holy Spirit
opens the hearts of men in spiri tual dark ness to the power and di vin -
ity of Christ.

5 · The Death and Burial of Jesus

Je sus lived a per fect life of com plete obe di ence to His Fa ther.
His life was not taken from Him; Je sus will ingly laid it down as pay -
ment for all sin. He be came the un blem ished Lamb sac ri fice that
fully sat is fied God’s com mand ment: “The soul that sins shall die”
(Isaiah 53:6-7).

Death came into the world by the dis obe di ence of one man,
Adam. Through the one act of sac ri fi cial right eous ness by Je sus,
many will be made right eous through the gos pel. We are saved by
grace through per sonal re pen tance and faith in the death, bur ial and
res ur rec tion of Je sus (1 Cor in thi ans 15:3-4).

There are no rela tive lev els of right eous ness in heaven. One
can only be saved and go to heaven if he pos sesses the per fect right -
eous ness of God. This he re ceives when he is born again by the Holy
Spirit, and has the right eous ness of Christ im puted to him.

The bur ial of Je sus re moved from hu man sight the cru ci fied
body of sin, so that the all im por tant, next ap pear ing of Je sus would
be that of His res ur rec tion.
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We iden tify with the bur ial of Je sus by be ing bap tized in wa ter
af ter our new birth, to do away with our body of sin (our old man)
and be gin to walk in new ness of life (Co los sians 2:11-12).

There fore we have been bur ied with Him through bap tism into
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Fa ther, so we too might walk in new ness of life . . . . 
know ing this, that our old self was cru ci fied with Him, in or der 
that our body of sin might be done away with . . . 
(Ro mans 6:4, 6)

The word of the cross is the cen tral theme in the gos pel; it is
fool ish ness to the world, but to us who are be ing saved it is the power 
of God! We can veil the gos pel we preach to the ex tent that we fail to
walk in vic tory over sin, or fail to deny our selves, pick up our per -
sonal cross daily, and fol low Him (Luke 9:23)

6 · The Resurrection of Jesus

The death of Je sus would have no mean ing if He was not res ur -
rected, for this re vealed that His sac ri fice had been ac cepted by the
Fa ther. It proved Him to be the Son of God (Ro mans 1:4).

Je sus be came the first born from the dead, the first born of all
crea tion, and the be gin ning of a vast new fam ily of God’s sons who
have been trans formed into His im age and made heirs of His glory
(Ro mans 8:16-18; Co los sians 2:17-19). Je sus is the first born among
many breth ren in God’s family.

To each son, Je sus is the res ur rec tion and the life. His res ur rec -
tion prom ises a fu ture re demp tion of their bod ies to bod ies of glory
at His re turn (Ro mans 8:23; Philip pi ans 3:20-21). All be liev ers will
pos sess the im age and like ness of God on that day.

But we all with un veiled Face, be hold ing as in a mir ror the
glory of the Lord, are be ing trans formed into the same im age
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. (2 Cor in -
thi ans 3:18)

The res ur rec tion of Je sus is an open door into the glo ries and
power of His king dom, in clud ing all the gifts, min is tries and fruits of 
the Holy Spirit. When the gos pel is preached and is dem on strated by
mira cles of sal va tion, heal ing and de liv er ance it is more than a mes -
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sage of words; it re veals the power and love of God. Such min is try
can come through chil dren as well as adults.

We can veil the gos pel if we fo cus on how well we per form all
of our vari ous re lig ious ac tivi ties; on the other hand, true res ur rec -
tion life is meas ured in how well we al low Je sus to live His life in us.
The life that one re ceives when he is born- again is the res ur rec tion
life of Je sus. All who are led by the Spirit of God are His sons (Ro -
mans 8:14).

To be “in Christ” is to be ac cepted by our heav enly Fa ther in
ex actly the same way He re ceives the Lord Je sus. Once we are saved, 
we are dead and our life is hid with Christ in God. All be cause of the
death, bur ial and res ur rec tion of Je sus.

7 · The Intercession of Jesus

Many be liev ers con sider the re demp tive min is try of Je sus in
the gos pel to have been com pleted at His res ur rec tion. How ever, this
is when His min is try of in ter ces sion be gan. While on earth, Je sus
was both man and God. As man, He faced the same pres sures that we
do to day, is sues such as per se cu tion, tri als, temp ta tions, ridi cule,
big otry, and even death. There fore, He is well able to in ter cede for us 
as we face the many tests that ac com pany our sal va tion.

There fore He is able also to save for ever those who draw near
to God through Him, since He al ways lives to make in ter ces -
sion for them. (He brews 7:25)

For we do not have a high priest who can not sym pa thize with
our weak nesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as
we are, yet with out sin. There fore let us draw near with con fi -
dence to the throne of grace, so that we may re ceive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. (He brews 4:15-16)

The goal of our Lord’s in ter ces sion for us is not sim ply to de -
liver us from dif fi cult tri als, but rather to help us over come and ma -
ture in char ac ter. We are be ing con formed into the im age of Christ.
Each mem ber of the body of Christ is called to a spe cific sphere of
serv ice. The Lord brings us into tri als and test ings that help pre pare
us  for the gift ing and min is try of our call. The suf fer ings and dis -
agree able ex pe ri ences that we may face are not wor thy to be com -
pared to the glory that they can bring to us (Ro mans 8:16-18). God
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causes eve ry thing that He al lows into our life, to work to gether for
our good and help us to ful fill our call in His pur pose (Ro mans 8:26).
One who does not ac cept this truth will al ways be look ing for “easy
ways” to be a wit ness. We can veil our tes ti mony if we don’t fre -
quently and boldly come to the throne of grace to re ceive mercy and
find grace to help us in our wit ness for Him. This will veil the power
and glory of Christ.

Seven is the number of com ple tion. This last truth com pletes
the seven glo ri ous pro vi sions that Je sus has given of Him self for our
sal va tion. They make up the gos pel of the glory of Christ!

Our Challenge

Every be liever, who has ex pe ri enced the for give ness of his
sins, has both the privi lege and re spon si bil ity to bear wit ness of the
love of God. This is a chal lenge.

And Je sus, in His mes sage to John the Bap tist, listed su per -
natu ral signs that fol low and con firm the gos pel.

. . . the blind re ceive sight, the lame walk, the lep ers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor
have the gos pel preached to them . . . . (Luke 7:22)

These signs are a chal lenge too.

And finally, the great end- time har vest of souls will be gath -
ered in as spiri tual dark ness is ex posed and de stroyed by the light of
the gos pel of the glory of Christ.

These are our chal lenges, our quest, our re solve. Amen.


